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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Home Sweet Home For The Holidays 


Well folks, it's almost here. It's been fun getting our tans and wear- 
ing shorts, but the uniquely Minnesotan winter season is upon us. 
Break out the shovels, sweatshirts and electric blankets, because 
we're in it for the long haul once again. 

However, in spite of the deluge of subzero weather and snow we're 
afforded seemingly six months a year (hyperbole? Just you wait!), 
winter means that it's high time to spruce up our homes inside and 
out. If you're hoping to revamp your pad for the holidays, then Laven- 
der's 2018 Winter Home & Garden Issue is just what you need! 

Featured within these pages are an exclusive interview with Queer 
Eye legend Carson Kressley about his new interior design show on 


the Bravo network, a profile of Ed Guzek's new affordable luxury 
linens business Bokser Home, and we also get some helpful tips on 
holiday decor from the folks at Bachman's. 

On top of that, we interview the Brass Rail's new piano star Adam 
Divine, and Carla Waldemar takes a Northwestern European odys- 
sey with a Viking Ocean Cruise. Also, don't forget that nominations 
for Lavender's 2018 Community Awards are due Monday, Nov. 19! If 
you know of an individual, business or nonprofit that has done great 
work for the local GLBT community over the last year, be sure to let 


us know! ll 


OUR LAVENDER 


A WORD ІМ EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Those Little White Lies—and Other 
shades on the Spectrum 


“I didn't break the lamp!” “I’m sorry, we can't use that style novel at this 
time;" “Don’t worry, you're going to be fine!" 

To translate the above, read: “I broke the lamp, I’m afraid I’ll be pun- 
ished!” "You're a terrible writer; we wouldn't publish anything you wrote, 
ever;" and, “You have three months to live. Six at most.” 

Why we lie, how we lie, the outcome and ramifications of lying, are the 
topics of Sissela Bok’s Lying: Moral Choice in Public and Private Life. First 
published in 1978, it’s gone through several editions, is still available, and 
is as relevant as it was forty years ago. 

You can read for yourself her assessments of lying on the national and 
world stages, but like many other things, lying begins at home. Lying is 
pervasive and needn’t be blatant; it occurs through omission, silence, an 
adroit change of topic. There are even consensual lies, as poker players 
during a game, or a loved one who asks not to be told of the seriousness 
of their illness. 

Drawing broadly on the words of Aristotle, Aquinas, Hobbes, Homer, 
Kant, Montaigne, Plato, Piaget and others, Bok shows how widely the eth- 
ics and morals implicit it lying have been argued through the centuries. 


8 | LAVENDER | NOVEMBER 8-20, 2018 


Can/should one lie to enemies? To protect clients, colleagues, family? 
Children, she notes, are particularly vulnerable. Should they be told pain- 
ful truths about parents’ pending divorce, or ought one agree with 17th 
century Dutch jurist Hugo Grotius who felt that children possess no “lib- 
erty of judgment,” and may be lied to without compunction? 

What happens when purported “benign” paternalism creeps in decid- 
ing that information may be held from adults “for their own good”? When 
the benefactors then go on to posit that the only way to help and protect 
for this good is to take compete control? 

Reading Lying is like trying to catch a reflection from a faceted, spin- 
ning ball, glimpsing more choices than one realized existed. In our com- 
plex times, Bok’s book offers a means to explore our personal understand- 
ing of the breadth and depth of moral, ethical choices we face, to consider 
her observations concerning ramifications of falsehood, of whatever 
degree, and to ponder how often the liar deceives him or herself in the 


process. ll 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Marie and Rosetta. Photo by Petronella J. Ytsma 


MARIE AND ROSETTA 
Through Dec. 30 

Park Square Theatre, 20 W. 7th Place 
St. Paul 

651-291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 

Sister Rosetta Tharpe (1915-1973) was an 
electric guitarist, songwriter, and singer, popu- 
lar in the 1930s and 40s. Her mix of gospel lyr- 
ics and a sound that presaged the rock 'n' roll of 
the ’50s is of great cultural significance. George 
Brandt's play with music about Tharpe and her 
musical duo partner, Marie Knight, has its area 
premiere at Park Square with Jamecia Bennett 
and Rajane Katurah Brown in the roles. Musi- 
cal director Gary Hines of the Sounds of Black- 
ness guides the pair in such spirituals as Were 
You There When They Crucified My Lord? and 
Sit Down. You'll also hear such non-religious 
tunes like I Want a Tall Skinny Papa. 

Director Wendy Knox, fresh from her mar- 
velous staging of Durrenmatt's The Visit for 
Frank Theatre, is certainly a solid choice for 
staging Marie and Rosetta. She shares, “Ro- 
setta was a powerhouse musician who had a 
huge influence on Elvis Presley, Chuck Berry, 
and Etta James, among others. She came to 
fame as a gospel singer, was a rival of Mahalia 
Jackson, then crossed over to secular music 
and was shunned by the church community. 
She married several times and maintained a 
longtime relationship with her musical part- 
ner, Marie Knight. Unrecognized for her tal- 
ents, she had an enormous influence on rock 
and roll. What a treat to return to this great 
story in the very year when she finally got her 
due from the rock ‘n’ Roll Hall of Fame!” 


MIRACLE ON CHRISTMAS LAKE 
Through Dec. 30 
Yellow Tree Theatre, 320 5th Ave. S., Osseo 
(763) 493-8733 
www yellowtreetheatre.og 

Yellow Tree Theatre in charming down- 
town Osseo has achieved the remarkable dis- 
tinction of being the most accomplished small 


Miracle on Christmas Lake. Photo by Jason Peterson 


suburban professional theater. Their standard 
is right up there with the smaller theaters 
such as Park Square and Gremlin in St. Paul 
and the Jungle in Minneapolis. You can ex- 
pect classics and recent major plays through- 
out their regular seasons, as well as original 
works. Their co-founder, Jessica Lind Peter- 
son, a fine actress, singer, and playwright, has 
written this year's holiday fare, drawing inspi- 
ration from northern Minnesota with Miracle 
on Christmas Lake. 

Peterson relates, "During Yellow Tree's 
first year, we were slated to produce Jacob 
Marley’s Christmas Carol but two weeks be- 
fore rehearsals started the publishing com- 
pany pulled the rights. So it was out of sheer 
desperation that I cranked out Miracle on 
Christmas Lake in two weeks. I was a new 
mom with a new theater in a new town, and 
the stakes were pretty high. Did I steal our 
own predicament and put it in the script? Yes. 
It's about a couple who returns from NYC to 
take over a small Minnesota theater and they 
lose the rights to their holiday play. Are there 
forty-six references to Little House on the 
Prairie? It's possible. Does a character named 
Martha own a massage studio called Hands 
Like a Man? Yes. Lucky for Yellow Tree, Mira- 
cle was a huge hit and sold out the entire run. 
Since then, I’ve written three more holiday 
plays and they continue to sell out every year. 
We now do 65 performances instead of our 
usual 26. It sounds cheesy but that play really 
was a miracle for us." 

Lind adds, “As a writer I have learned 
that my best work happens when my actual 
livelihood is on the line. What normally takes 
me one year took two weeks and I think it's 
the best one out of the four holiday plays I've 
written. I didn't have time to hem and haw, 
re-write and polish. I just said a Hail Mary, 
gave it to some brilliantly funny actors, and 
shoved it out on stage. It's raw and silly and 
sweet. It has a sort of unbridled energy that 
audiences love. It's very Minnesota with 


Noises Off. Image courtesy of GuthrieTheater 


the tatertot hotdish, yaddy yadda. I never 
thought I'd make a name for myself writing 
holiday comedies, but I'm from Duluth so I 
have a lot of up-Northy material. I'm delight- 
ed it's being put to good use." 


NOISES OFF 
Through Dec. 16 
Guthrie Theater, 818 S. 2nd St., Minneapolis 
(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 

Noises Off, British playwright Michael 
Blakemore's 1982 West End smash comedy, 
is possibly—no, probably—the most difficult 
play to ever pull off. It presents the run of a live 
stage production of a sex farce titled Nothing 
On, seen from three three different perspec- 
tives. The point is not to show the entirety of 
Nothing On, but stage how it is perceived. Act 
One takes place in a rehearsal. Act Two takes 
place at a matinee a month later. But the au- 
dience doesn't see the actual play as an audi- 
ence member, but from backstage, so that the 
frayed relationships between the actual actors 
and crew are the main action. Act Three is at 
the end of the run when the center truly holds 
no longer. The cast includes some fine actors 
with real comedy chops: Nathan Keepers, Raye 
Birk, and Sally Wingert, just to name a few. 

Guthrie Artistic Director Joseph Haj 
shares, “I believe that Noises Off, in its brilliant 
construction, is the only truly great contem- 
porary farce. The house of cards that Frayn 
writes into his script is astonishing, and I can 
think of no one better to know exactly how to 
build that house—and knock it down—than 
director Meredith McDonough." Actors The- 
atre of Louisville, the major regional theater of 
the southeastern U.S. is where McDonough 
serves as Associate Artistic Director. She has 
also directed for Chicago's famed Steppen- 
wolf Theatre Company. Perfectly calibrated 
timing, pratfalls, pacing, and choreographed 
madness are what's demanded of the director 
and cast of this slapstick milestone. 


Continued on page 14 
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Follow us on 


Twitter! 


Lavender Magazine @\ayvmag - Jul 10 
ШЫ Our canine companions enjoy eating outdoors too, so why bother 
leaving them behind? ow.ly/Ps1jo (by @ShLueck) 


1 


Lavender Magazine ®lavmag - Jul 10 
LUE More and more people are traveling with pets, and @cor 
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Lavender Magazine @\avmag - Jul 10 4 
Lui] it's time to hit the patio! Have you heard of these new outdoor hot 25 
spots? ow.ly/Ps0Ge (by @JoyEstelle) Ё 
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| Re: | 
A Million Reasons to 


December 7-9, 2018 - Ted Mann Concert Hall 


A Million Reasons to Believe will feature holiday favorites and pop songs 

*- some of them mashed together - highlighting our new Artistic Director, 
Dr. Gerald Gurss' music arranging talents for men's chorus. We'll reflect on 
WorldAIDS Day and ourown rootsin response to the AIDS crisis of the early 
1980s with an original composition by Dr. Gurss. We hope to give all of us „> 
"A Million Reasons to Believe" in the spirit gf the holiday season! 


U of M Tickets & Events: 
612-624-2345 or tickets.umn.edu " 


Chorus: " 
ou 


Adults: $25-$53 * 12 & Under: 5026 off 612-339-7664 tcgmc.org f Yy 


14 | LAVENDER | NOVEMBER 8-20, 2018 


SPOTLIGHT BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


PRESCIENT HARBINGERS 
Through Dec. 2 

Mixed Blood Theatre, 1501 S. 4th St., Minneapolis 
(612) 338-6131 

www.mixedblood.com 


Mixed Blood Theatre is presenting three 
plays whose stated intention is to be provoca- 
tive, right in the press information. African- 
American male experience is the connecting 
thread between the three, which run in reper- 
tory—that is, in rotating, alternating perfor- 
mances. Brandon Jacob-Jenkins, a two-time 
Pulitzer Prize finalist and Obie Award-winner 
in his 30s, has written a comedy titled Gloria. 
He weighs in on workplace divisions between 
millennials, Gen X, and the Baby Boomers 
in the rapidly disintegrating realm known as 
print media. The problem of who gets to tell 
whose story and who stands to profit from it 
are central themes. Jenkins is known for his 
originality as his plays are very different from 
one another. 

Tearrance Arvell Chisholm is in his 20s and 
has written the comedy, Hooded or Being Black 
for Dummies. A street savvy lead character 
named Tru thinks another man, named Mar- 
quis, has lost his “blackness”. Cheerleaders, 
Black Lives Matter, 2Pac, Nietzsche, identity 
politics, and police issues infuse what is said 
to be a subversive work of theater. Ten years 
ago, Chisholm wrote a monologue which made 
an actor cry while working on it. He says this 
is when he became obsessed with the power 
of writing. 

There's also an acclaimed work titled Hype 
Man: a break beat play by Idris Goodwin, a 
playwright in his 40s. His play about philosoph- 
ical divisions between two brothers, Bars and 
Measures, was acted to crackling effect at the 
Jungle two years ago—a serious examination 
of differences between two opposing life views. 
This proved Goodwin wasn't held hostage to 
the mainstream media narrative that all people 
of a specific race or group march to the same 
drum. Indeed, Goodwin is someone willing to 
look at divisions within black communities 
squarely and forthrightly. He writes juicy ve- 
hicles for strong actors. With Hype Man, Good- 
win has written a hip-hop trio of a frontman, 
a hype man, and a beatmaker. They're about 
to break through as a show biz success when 
a police shooting of a black teen disrupts the 
groove. Questions of race, gender, privilege, 
and artistic freedom factor into what has been 
praised as an extraordinary work. Goodwin is 
the Producing Artistic Director of Stage One 
in Louisville and Boston's Company One per- 
forms the piece. 


Rainy Days and Mondays. Photo courtesy of 
Chanhassen DinnerTheatres 


RAINY DAYS & MONDAYS - 
THE MUSIC OF THE 
CARPENTERS 

Nov. 16-18 

Chanhassen Dinner Theatres ' Fireside Theatre 
501 W. 78th St., Chanhassen 

952-934-1525 

www.chanhassendt.com 


The Carpenters were synonymous with the 
1970s. Their melodious and harmonic loveli- 
ness ran boldly counter to the rock ‘n’ roll and 
acid rock that had been ruling the airwaves. 
Perhaps, it was because the nation needed 
that gentleness, given soldiers brought home 
in body bags and civil unrest sprung from war 
and the civil rights movement. The Carpenters 
impelled us to get in touch with deep feelings 
that people were finally ready to give into. Ai- 
mee Lee and the Superstars present some of 
the brother-sister duo's most wonderful tunes 
at the Fireside Theatre in the Chanhassen 
Dinner Theatres facility. 12 musicians and 12 
backup singers will perform a variety of tunes 
including Close To You, We've Only Just Begun, 
Superstar, For All We Know, and Mr. Postman. 

“Chan”, as it is nicknamed, is best known 
as the nation's pre-eminent professional dinner 
theater and you can have a delicious meal at the 
Fireside beforehand, and if you haven't quite 
finished before it starts you can eat and drink 
while the concert performs. On the Chanhas- 
sen mainstage, big Broadway shows are re- 
vived and given area premieres. However, 
the Fireside is their space committed to high- 
caliber concert work with a unifying theme. 
'The music of the Carpenters is in alignment 
with the high quality musicianship grounded 
in works that have stood the test of time. This 
may sound very nice, which it is. But it's really 
more than that. Those who endeavor to main- 
tain classic traditions in our society are so often 
undercut by the impulse for what's new, novel, 
and risky for the sake of being risky. Aimee 
and the Superstars along with “Chan” are mak- 
ing sure we keep the loveliness alive. I 


TM © 1986 CMOL 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & GULTURE | BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Divine plays the baby 
grand piano donated to 
the Brass Rail. Photo by 
Leslie Hafiz 


From Church To The Club 


Martino Gabriel-Mayotte takes the stage as Adam Divine at the Brass Rail Lounge. 


*Note: Divine uses they, she and he pronouns, 
but will be referred to by they pronouns through- 
out this article. 

Growing up in Taylor, MI, Martino Gabriel- 
Mayotte, known as Adam Divine, could be rec- 
ognized for their performances at church, in their 
marching band, and in community productions. Now, 
Divine takes the spotlight at bars and clubs like Prada \ 
Diamond, Gay 90’s, and now, the Brass Rail Lounge. 

“I attended a musical theatre conservatory in New 
York, and I fell in love and followed my partner here 
to Minnesota. I soon after fell in love with Minnesota 
and its arts community and stayed," Divine says. 
“I performed as a child in my church, singing 
with my mother, acting in plays, and playing 
piano and bass guitar in worship bands and 
with my siblings. I juggled church, marching 
band, and acting at school and in community 
musicals as a teen." 

Divine says that after going to school in 
New York, they came to Minnesota and spent 
ten years working toward being a professional 
actor. 

“I toured with shows, acted in many com- 


munity productions, and eventually acted in professional theaters 
like Flying Foot Forum, Chanhassen Dinner Theatre, Actor's 
'Theatre of Minnesota, American Reparatory Theatre, and 
Cardinal Theatricals," they say. 
Divine says they got involved with local bars and clubs 
through their “Glam Boylesque" show. After starting at Pra- 
da Diamond, the show director at Gay 90's contacted Divine 
and asked if they would have their show perform there, too. 
In addition to “Glam Boylesque”, Divine produces “Show Off", 
a competition for everyone to showcase their different perfor- 
mance styles every Monday night. 
Known for their piano skills—among many others—Divine 
was contacted by the Brass Rail's co-owner Leslie Hafiz once a 
piano was donated to their bar by piano lover Myrna. 
"The piano was donated by Myrna who has a friend that 
was downsizing and did not have room for the piano, so 
they asked Myrna where he could put a piano, and he 
suggested the Brass Rail," Hafiz says. "The piano came 
en route from Eden Prairie. Myrna was in the business 
since 1976 working with pianos, so he was a likely the 
best candidate to find a home for it." 


Martino Gabriel-Mayotte, known as Adam Divine, is a veteran 
performer at venues such as Gay 90's, Prada Diamond, and 
now the Brass Rail Lounge. Photo by Ryan Coit Photography 
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Hafiz says they put word out about the newly acquired piano at the 
Brass Rail to get new performers in. Soon, Divine's name came up, and 
they had a meeting and knew right away that it would be a good fit. 

“I play piano, and I sing at the Brass Rail as well. Additionally, I am 
a dancer/choreographer, a song writer, I produce nightclub events and 
original musicals, and I'm a dance/theatre/music educator. I also love 
costuming, styling hair, and a slew of other craft related arts," Divine 
says. 

Divine says as soon as they heard about the new piano at the Brass 
Rail, they were inspired to get their fingers on it and start tickling some 
ivories. 

“I was blindsided by walking into the bar and seeing it one night. 
I was a few drinks in so I wasn't sure if I was actually seeing what I 
thought I was seeing, a gorgeous white baby grand, slipped delicately 
into the heart of downtown," they say. 

So far, Divine says they've found a home performing at the Brass 
Rail, and they plan on continuing shows at the bar in the future, too. 

“My time so far has been a blast, and I'm already making connections 
with the crowd, learning some of their favorite show tunes, standards, 
and pop hits, and seeing friends and fans come visit the Rail for the first 
time or at least the first time in a long time,” they say. “I am looking 
forward to the future of the show, and I hope to make lots of new friends 
along the way." 

For more information about the Brass Rail, visit www.thebrassrail- 
lounge.com. I 


Divine will be performing on the new grand piano donated to the Brass Rail 
Lounge. Photo by Ryan Coit Photography 
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The Norwegian town of Molde features an open-air museum of historic buildings. 


Following the Midnight Sun 


Okay, I confess: I’m a hardcore Viking fan. 
No, not the kind that heads to the stadium in a 
purple jersey—rather, the kind who looks for 
Viking River Cruise announcements in her in- 
box and grabs her passport. I’ve enjoyed sail- 
ings on the Rhine, the Danube, the Dnieper 
and more. 

But what about a Viking ocean cruise, skim- 
ming along far vaster shorelines in a larger, 
900-passenger ship? Despite visions of long 
lines at buffet stations, lengthy waits to sort out 
shore excursions, and scant likelihood of form- 
ing shipboard friendships, the itinerary—Nor- 
way, then Scottish Isles and London—was too 
sweet to pass up. 

I was delighted to be proven wring—mea 
big-time culpa—on all of those concerns. Rath- 
er than just a number, I was treated like the diva 
I was born to be. It was *Good morning, Miss 
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Carla,” from the cabin steward as Isashayed off 
to breakfast (having sipped a cappuccino from 
the stateroom machine and gazed sunward 
from its balcony) and “The same as yesterday?” 
when the wine steward poured another compli- 
mentary glass at lunch. Then again at dinner. 
And yes, passengers I'd met on the sun deck 
were eager to share a dinner table. 

Thick towels awaited at the heated swim- 
ming pool. High tea arrived in the Wintergar- 
den. And the spa welcomed me with sauna, 
plunge pool and even a snow room (really!). 
Then I realized that all passengers onboard re- 
ceived the royal treatment. 

I chose the voyage called “Into the Mid- 
night Sun" to celebrate both our state's Viking 
heritage and the near-24-hour daylight Norway 
celebrates in summer. (One error: Sunlight 
doesn't always deliver warmth. Pack woolies.) 


Our adventure began in Bergen, where we 
anchored in its photo-ready Old Town harbor, 
site of Medieval wooden guild halls, now serv- 
ing as boutiques, museums and cafes. They 
flank an open-air fish market (whale sausage, 
seal oil, shrimp and shellfish—even moose and 
reindeer burgers). Shops bloomed with Nor- 
wegian knitwear. Also Viking helmets. 

Walking inland, we circled the town's pond 
(gulls, gazebo) with its four art museums hem- 
ming the shoreline, host to paintings by Nor- 
way's own Impressionists plus local icon Edvard 
Munch, with his angstfueled portraits (“Life, 
love, anxiety, death," he broadcast as his focus). 
The neighboring contempo showcase included 
a cement mixer spewing poppies. Later, from 
my private balcony, I clicked photos as our ship 
silently slunk along the fjord to the open sea. It's 
after midnight, but kayakers paddle by. 


Continued on page 20 
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It's 5 a.m. now, and we're slipping into Gei- 
ranger, perhaps Norway's most breathtaking 
fjord. Its 27-mile path flows between steep, 
rocky walls pleated with the silver threads of 
waterfalls and tufts of snow (in July!). Camera 
overload! 

We clamber aboard buses to maneuver the 
corkscrew turns up the mountainside to Eagles' 
Nest, past goats munching on patches of green. 
Geiranger's Fjord Museum recaps the area's 
wild history, including a bone-shaking simula- 
tion of an avalanche. “Norwegian sunburn!” we 
boast to a bartender upon our return, who de- 
cides it's the name of a new cocktail. 

Next, we anchor in Molde amid an archi- 
pelago of tiny islands. Its modern cathedral— 
erected after Nazis virtually destroyed the 
town—is a mirage of white brick and modern 
glass in jewel colors. The town museum, too, is 
another modern show-stopper of blond wood. 
Inside, the story of fishing, hunting and lum- 
bering is explored. Close by stretches an open- 
air museum of historic buildings gathered on 
the site—grass-roofed cottages, schoolhouse, 
church, bakery—where peppy costumed chil- 
dren sang and danced for visitors. 

After a day at sea—one of three—we glide 
into Tromso with its stunning snow-white Arc- 
tic Cathedral rising from the waterfront. In 
the town center rises the homespun Tromso 
Cathedral, a butter-yellow building of 1861 
and Norway's only wooden cathedral. Pace 
a bit further and you'll reach the Polar Mu- 
seum, documenting the challenging life of 
Arctic whalers and seal hunters as a husky 
dog provides a soundtrack. Norway's heroic 
explorer, Roald Amundson, discovered the il- 
lusive Norwest Passage; his challenging feats 
(and follies) play out here, too. Nearby, the 
Norse Kunst Museum provides a peek at art- 
ists' portrayal of the Arctic Circle and beyond, 
including an enigmatic sculpture of a pocket 
knife upon frogs' legs. Sami Native embroidery 
details the scenario of herding reindeer. 

'The next day we pass north beyond the Arc- 
tic Circle. Now we're far above the tree line, sur- 
rounded solely by windswept boulders and popu- 
lated by reindeer herds. Our icy destination is the 
North Cape, a pinnacle of barren tundra. Chillier 
than a January day in Minnesota, we earn brag- 
ging rights but huddle in its warm museum. 

Turning south now, we meander through 
the Lofoten Islands to anchor at Leknes, a 
fishing village where cod is God. Skiffs line 
the shorefront and tent-shaped drying racks 
are lawn art. The landscape segues from gray 
to green and houses wear the hues of Easter 
eggs. Zany sheep scatter mindlessly on our ap- 
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Orkney Island features a circular array of 27 standing 
stones, their origins still unknown to this day. 


Traveling beyond the Arctic Circle will gift you with the 
sight of reindeer herds and windswept boulders. 


proach to Lekness’ white-sand (but ice-cold) 
beach along the “Lofoten Riviera”, strewn with 
boulders big as Buicks. 

Next, Scotland beckons. We anchor at one of 
the Shetland Islands, where homes are built of 
slate-gray stone. Wandering the main street, we 
browse shops that have transformed yarn into 
high art, as in Norway, but this time in the tradi- 
tional Fair Isle pattern. We gossip with vendors as 
we head toward amuseum celebrating Shetland’s 
wild history, starting with arrival of the Picts in 
297 A.D. Christianity comes 400 years later, along 
with life in the longhouse. Fort Charlotte, a de- 
fense from the 1700s, continues the tale. 

A tour takes us through heather-clad hills 
to a stop at Carol’s Ponies. Carol, a third-gener- 
ation owner, introduces her herd of Shetland’s 


Visiting Carol's Ponies in Scotland will introduce you to 
a herd of the famous miniature horses of Shetland. 


famous miniature horses, strong enough to 
pull twice their own weight. Past salmon cages 
and ropes where mussels cling, we return to 
our ship for dinner—tonight in its Italian res- 
taurant. Tomorrow, we reserve the Chef's Ta- 
ble to experience its tasting menu. But it's hard 
to beat the main Restaurant with its nightly- 
changing menu—foie gras, followed by lobster. 
Or Angus steak. Or salmon. Servers greet us 
by name and the wine starts flowing. 

By dawn, we've arrived at Orkney Island 
for a jaw-dropping exploration of this outpost's 
Stone Age. We make our way past grass-covered 
burial mounds to Skara Brae, an excavated pre- 
historic village. We pass the Ring of Brodgar— 
older than the pyramids—where 27 man-high 
standing stones form a giant circle, their origin 
still cloaked in mystery. Back in town, we gaze 
again with wonder at the majestic Romanesque 
power of St. Magnus Cathedral of 1137. 

Tomorrow, a romp through elegant Edin- 
burgh, keeping an eye out for Queen Elizabeth, 
who's spending the night here at Holyrood Pal- 
ace. No luck. But the consolation prize is pretty 
special: alively marching band heading her direc- 
tion, garbed in jaunty red jackets, kilts and mile- 
high bearskin hats, plying their drums and tubas. 

London is the grand finale. We've signed 
on for a full-day optional tour of the city, start- 
ing with its iconic Tower, where we gasp at 
the crown jewels (including a diamond big as 
a lemon), the armor of Henry VIII and scary 
prison cells. We hit all the high points: Parlia- 
ment, Big Ben, Westminster Abbey, Bucking- 
ham Palace, Trafalgar Square (blanketed with 
pigeons, just as promised) and a lunch of fish 
and chips in Covent Garden. 

Couldn't get better, right? Well, it does. As 
we pack for tomorrow's flight home, from our 
balcony on the Thames we watch fireworks 
explode in a brilliant finale. ^Ladies and gentle- 
men," says our Norwegian captain, ^we hope 
you've enjoyed your cruise." To do the same, 
visit www.vikingcruises.com/ Oceans. I 


Garlock-French 
is always a 
good idea 


Your house is one of your most valued 
investments. 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


SoDEELIE 


Protect it with a Garlock-French roof and 
you'll get years of low maintenance that 
looks great. 


At Garlock-French, you'll get skilled roofing 


solutions, superior customer service and : 
we guarantee our workmanship. Boilers * Furnace * A/C 


We've been up on roofs longer, | Water Heaters * Toilet * Faucets 


and it shows. 
Serving the entire Twin Cities Area. 


Emergency Service Available. 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal Licensed, Bonded & Insured. LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 
and more 


Call us at 612-722-7129 


2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis 
Garlock-French.com MN License #BC001423 


| | 
| | | N 
| i it | ў 
| 
79 | У 
EA D. : 
1 f - 
E | E 
x 4 i = 
N 1 - ei 
= E: 1 su - u 


Additions & Dormers / Kitchens & Bathrooms / Custom Cabinetry 


Whole House Renovation / Porches & Sun-Rooms / Finished Basements 
4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 


House Lift 612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 / MN LIC #BC378021 TUE 
o e E Р 
REMODELER www.houseliftinc.com Ё © i 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 21 


E] wn-Kitchen 
ES Wih 


KRESSLEY 


(Above) Alongside co-host Thom Filicia, left, Kressley will enter the realm of interior design. Photo courtesy 
of NBCUniversal. (Right) Get a Room will see Kressley and Filicia design high-end homes for clients. Photo 
courtesy of NBCUniversal 


Television star Carson Kressley 
details his upcoming interior 
design show Get a Room with 
Carson & Thom. 


From Queer Eye for the Straight Guy and The Oprah Winfrey Show, 
we learned that if anyone knows fashion, it’s Carson Kressley. For now, 
Kressley has hung up his fashion expertise and is diving into unchar- 
tered territory: interior design. 

Alongside interior design expert, Queer Eye co-star, and friend Thom 
Filicia, Kressley helps design high-end homes on their new show Get a 
Room with Carson & Thom. 

"Viewers will see very, very high-end interior design that isn't really 
apart of any other design show on TV right now, but at the same time, 
they'll see some fun DIY projects that are more accessible and approach- 
able for people with smaller budgets," Kressley says. “We style homes by 
approaching it with a very humble and not snobby approach, so it should 
be a lot of fun." 

Kressley says he has no formal training in interior design, which is 
kind of the point of the show. 

“I have a good taste and have redone my own home but never had 
formal training. l've usually worked in a fashion space, so I wanted to 
engage in this world," Kressley says. "Thom has designed amazing in- 
teriors for people like David Bowie, Jennifer Lopez, and Tina Fey, so he 
was the natural choice to approach for this. He helped mentor me." 

Though Kressley has experience in fashion, not interior design, he 
says he's noticed a lot of similarities between the two. He said things 


like color, texture, pattern, and scale are important to both fields and ul- 
timately make or break a project. However, he says the two have distinct 
differences when it comes to the science of it all. 

"There's a science in interior design besides just an art. How high 
should a chandelier hang about a table? How tall should a coffee table 
be? Will this piece of furniture fit in the door? It's different from fashion 
in that way,” he says. “With fashion, you try something on and under- 
stand your own body and how something will fit, but with interior design 
you need to understand dimensions of space." 

Aside from his interior design experience, Filicia was the obvious 
choice for Kressley because of their friendship. Kressley says they were 
friends since Queer Eye—even before—and Thom has helped him with 
some of his own spaces. 

“I wanted to learn about interior design, so I reached out to him, 
and this happened organically," Kressley says. “The film crew followed 
us around while we were working on projects together. It really is au- 
thentic, and it's sometimes funny because of mistakes that I make and 
learn to fix." 

In fact, the friendship between Kressley and Filicia is so strong that 
they often speak the same design language. Kressley says the two really 
get each other and only ever run into problems over minor mistakes or 
misunderstandings. 

“Its only challenging when my lack of experience would get me in 
trouble," Kressley says. “I would make a mistake, be too flirty with a cli- 
ent, or something like that, but regardless, we would ultimately always 
end up with a great finished product." 

For Kressley, a background in fashion has gotten him a long way in 
his new interior design project. He says he has applied his skills in mak- 
ing a space pleasing to the eye just as he always did with fashion, but now 


he has discovered there is an extra layer. Continued on page 24 
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The new reality show will serve as a learning experience for Kressley, who has a 
fashion background, not interior design. Photo courtesy of NBCUniversal. 


"There's an extra layer that I've learned, which is that it also has to 
function, and form has to follow function,” he says. “It can look great, but 
italso has to work great. It should look inviting and be chic and beautiful, 
but it also has to be a place to sit and do what you need to do. That extra 
layer is different than fashion." 

For people who are working with a smaller budget, Kressley says 
there are many ways to save money and still allow yourself opportunities 
to redesign and decorate your home. He suggests paint and removable 
wallpaper, both of which are pretty inexpensive. When it comes to paint- 
ing, if you're able to do it yourself, Kressley says that is a great way to 
save money. 

For an eco-friendly tip, Kressley says he always recommends that 
people shop at flea markets and antique stores. In addition to finding 
unique vintage pieces, especially tables, chests, and other wooden piec- 
es, he says shopping at reuse stores prevents your home from appearing 
too *matchy." 

“My last piece of advice is that every space looks great with some 
greenery," Kressley says. “House plants like cacti and air plants are easy 
to care for, and they give a space an added touch of life and greenery. 
The goal is to make your space feel warm and inviting and full of life." 

Kressley says he thinks Get a Room with Carson & Thom will ap- 
peal to everyone: Minnesotans, members of the GLBT community, and 
beyond. 

“We hope that the show is about great taste and is inclusive of ev- 
erybody from all walks of life, all genders, etc. and to live really authen- 
tically—whether personal life, dress, or style of home, it should be a 
celebration of your individuality," he says. 

Get a Room with Carson & Thom airs on Fridays at 8 p.m. Central on 
Bravo. Ё 
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Deck The 
Halls With 
BACHMAN’S | 
of Holly 


By Kassidy Tarala 


Get the scoop on how to deco- 
rate your home this holiday sea- 
son with the help of Bachman’s. 


One reason some people feel down during the winter months is 
because of a lack of lush greenery. But does that have to be the case? 
Karen Bachman Thull, Bachman’s director of marketing and corporate 
communications, says there’s no reason the winter months should be so 
sparse. In fact, with Bachman’s help, the holiday season is even more of 
a reason to enjoy bright green plants—both inside and outside. 

Founded in 1885, Bachman’s has remained a family-owned business 
for five generations. Bachman’s is based in Minneapolis but also has 
retail locations across the Twin Cities that offer six full-service floral, 
home, and garden centers where customers can shop annuals, peren- 
nials, trees, shrubs, and other garden favorites in addition to fresh ar- 
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Bachman’s 's will help you enhance your yard with lush winter greenery. 
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rangements, patio furniture, grills, indoor green plants, home decor, 
seasonal decor, kitchenware, gifts, and more, Thull says. 

While many people prepare for the winter by saying farewell to their 
beloved plants, Bachman's is welcoming them to the frigid season with 
open arms. 

"Bachman's Landscape and Garden Maintenance provides winteriz- 
ing services; however, our extensive list of care sheets, tips, and advice 
is what helps our customers learn and practice techniques to be success- 
ful in the garden," Thull says. 

Around the holidays, Thull says Bachman's is “truly magical." With 
outdoor and indoor offerings, a necessity for any house or yard is twin- 
kling lights, she says. They also offer decor for trees, mantles, and 
tabletops. 


*For the outdoors, sprucetops, festive ac- 
cents, fresh and fragrant wreaths, and garland 
help transform your doorstep, patio, or loft bal- 
cony. For the indoors, Bachman's-grown poin- 
settias are a must-have in vibrant shades of red, 
pink, and white," Thull says. *Fresh Christmas 
trees are a great tradition, but for those small 
on space or time, our huge selection of perma- 
nent trees is amazing!" 

Thull says there are many ways people can 
prepare for the holidays by transitioning their 
homes to welcome all festive gatherings that 
are bound to happen. Bachman's shares tips 
and tricks to transform your home into a winter 
wonderland at their seasonal events, including 
Holiday Ideas House from Nov. 8 through Dec. 
16 and Inspiration Night on Nov. 29. 

'The Holiday Ideas House is a dream for any 
holiday decor lover. Thull says the historical 
house is filled room-to-room with inspirational 
decorations with fresh trees, wreaths, gar- 
lands, and seasonal arrangements. 

"Schedule a self-guided tour of the Holiday 
Ideas House and unwrap unique ways to deck 
your halls for a dazzling season," Thull says. 
"Twenty percent of Holiday Ideas House ad- 
mission proceeds benefit Children's Theatre 
Company, whose engagement and learning 
programs serve more than 85,000 young peo- 


Whether it's for the outdoors or indoors, Bachman's will find a way to make your home ready for the holiday 


season. Photo courtesy of Bachman's 


ple and their communities annually." 

For those who can't make the Holiday Ideas 
House, Bachman's Inspiration Night might be 
just the event for you. 

“Bring a little magic to your holiday! We're 
welcoming the season in style with an unforget- 
table evening that will leave you eager to deck the 
halls. Join us to enjoy wine and light bites while 
you wander through the garden center, finding 
festive ideas at inspirational stations," Thull says. 

'Throughout the night, Bachman's will offer 
expertled demonstrations including Holiday 
Floral Design with Diane Enge, Oh, Christmas 
Tree! Tree Decorating, Holiday Bulb Design, 
and Spruce Top Container Design. Also, guests 


can enjoy a seated seminar on "The Art of Holi- 
day Decor—Field to Vase Style" at different 
times throughout the night. 

To help you recreate the yuletide in your 
own home, you'll receive a coupon for 10 per- 
cent off your regular-priced purchase to use 
during the event, Thull says. 

Whether you're trying to recreate the mag- 
ic of childhood holidays or simply can't take 
the bland, lifeless winter months anymore, 
Bachman's has an array of products, tips, and 
events to keep you inspired to deck the halls all 
season long. 

For more information, visit www.bachmans. 
com. Ё 
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Winter Home & Garden 


By Kassidy Tarala 


After 14 years in retail at Target 
Corporation, Ed Guzek shares 
why he started his own brand 
Bokser Home. 


Having worked for Target Corporation for 14 years—first as a busi- 
ness analyst in their executive training program, followed by several 
jobs in apparel, shoes, and home textiles, and finally ending as the direc- 
tor of merchandising for bedding, kids' bedding, and decor—Ed Guzek 
is no stranger to the world of retail. For the last four years at Target, 
Guzek says one of his duties as director of merchandising was to keep 
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Bokser Home offers affordable luxury bedding materials such as comforters and 
sheets. Photo by Chelsie Lopez 


an eye on the competitive landscape in home goods. Little did he know 
at the time, he would soon become that very competition. 

Guzek started Bokser Home in response to his observation that, 
though Target had few home goods competitors, the ones they did have 
were quite expensive. 

“The home textiles market remained relatively untouched until 2014. 
That year, three direct-to-consumer bedding brands entered the market: 
Parachute, Boll and Branch, and Brooklinen (several others have since 
joined, but these were the first three),” Guzek says. “Watching their 
growth trajectory was fascinating, but one thing never felt right to me... 
their bedding was so expensive.” 


Guzek says they were claiming to 
be "affordable luxury" bedding, but 
they were asking their customers to 
pay anywhere between $150 and $250 
for a set of sheets. 

"Nothing about that felt affordable 
to me. So, after much thought, I quit 
my job and set a goal: develop and 
bring to market the highest quality 
bedding, at the lowest possible price. 
It took us several months to develop 
our fabrics, but once we were done 
with development, I knew we had de- 
veloped something really, really spe- 
cial," he says. 

With sheets starting at $89, Guzek 
says Bokser Home's bedding is as 
good or even better than anything 
youll find on the luxury market at 
a fraction of the cost. In addition to 
sheets, Bokser Home offers blankets, 
quilts, duvet covers, duvet inserts, and 
pillows. 

"All of our sheets are made with 
long staple cotton, which is the best 
cotton you can buy and is only 3 per- 
cent of the annual global cotton sup- 
ply. Additionally, all of our sheets are 
OEKO - TEX certified, which means 
no harmful chemicals were used in the 
production of our bedding. It's pretty 
much the highest certification you can 
get for clean production," Guzek says. 
^We also carry the Responsible Down 
Standard (RDS) certification for our 
down pillows and duvets, which guar- 
antees ethical sourcing of our down 
products, so you can feel good about 
your purchase." 

While Bokser Home offers its cus- 
tomers high quality products, Guzek 
says he still prides himself on their abil- 
ity to stick to his initial goal: reasonable prices. 

"Affordability is the foundation of our brand. Luxury bedding does 
not need to be ridiculously expensive. We go to great lengths to ensure 
that our bedding is the highest quality, but it also needs to be afford- 
able," he says. "If you compare our bedding to similar products on the 
market, our prices will be 30 to 50 percent lower." 

In addition to ensuring high quality, affordable, and ethically-sourced 
products, Guzek says there are two other pillars of Bokser Home: educa- 
tion and inclusion. 

"Inclusion is the only brand pillar that has nothing to do with our 
product. It's about how we want to present ourselves to the community. 
Being gay, it is important to me that Bokser Home looks and feels like 
our shared community—our entire shared community," Guzek says. 
"This is a tall task and a work in progress, but it is something I think 
about every day, and I continue to ask myself, *what more can we do to 
be more inclusive?” 

After including a gay couple in a Bokser Home advertisement, Guzek 
says he has received hundreds of comments thanking them for leading 
with inclusion, for normalizing gay relationships, and—specifically for 
parents of gay sons and daughters—showing that being gay is “totally 
normal and okay.” 


— 
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Ed Guzek is the founder of Bokser Ноте, a new home textiles business. Photo by Chelsea Eul 


Though Bokser Home received a lot of positive feedback for its in- 
clusivity and representation of the GLBT community, Guzek says he re- 
ceived some backlash, too. 

“We were told that we were ‘going to hell for ruining the family,’ we 
were ‘left-wing liberal propagandists,’ that Facebook should protect fam- 
ilies and children from companies like yours," Guzek says. “My favorite 
negative comment came from a person through Facebook messenger. 
(They) said, ‘I don’t mean to judge you, but I do want you to know that 
you are going to pay eternally for what you are doing, and I know all you 
gay people know each other, so please tell Ricky Martin he is a sinner 
too.’ Wow, did I have a good laugh! If only I knew Ricky Martin. Ricky, if 
you're listening, Bokser Home loves you, and we're looking for a spokes- 
person." 

Despite the outlier negative comment, Bokser Home has been a 
wealth of positive feedback from the GLBT community. 

"Bokser Home will always lead with inclusion," he says. “Every 
month of every year." 

For more information about Bokser Home, visit www.bokserhome. 
com. I 
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New Mobility for The Last Mile 


Mobility is more than just a buzzword. It 
is what we are enjoying right now here in the 
Twin Cities. 

The word “mobility” has many meanings. 
In this case, it stands for a movement of alter- 
native forms of transportation to driving from 
point A to point B. This could range from ride- 
hailing services, public transportation, self- 
driven vehicles, bicycle, and scooter sharing. 

Here in the Twin Cities, the latter two op- 
tions have just increased mobility options 
multi-fold. These options now enable Twin Cit- 
jes residents to commute without using a car, 
motorcycle, or the bus. However, these new 
options are interconnected to public transpor- 
tation hubs in high-density areas. 

First, there was Nice Ride. The popular 
bicycle-sharing service began with just a few 
"hubs" in 2010 in Minneapolis. The Nice Ride 
network has grown to over 200 stations in Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul with a fleet of over 1,800 
bicycles. They also had operations in Roches- 
ter and Bemidji up until 2016. 

'This year, the non-profit organization was 
purchased by Motivate, a leader in bicycle 
sharing in the U.S.A. With a boost from their 
new owner, Nice Ride enabled upgrades to the 
fleet with onboard GPS tracking and the ability 
to have trips end and begin without using any 
of the stations in the area. Users of the service 
have access to an app to reserve a bicycle and 
set up their trip accordingly. You can still go to 
a station and check out a bicycle to use, as well. 

However, Nice Ride just added another 
1,500 dockless bicycles to their fleet. They will 
be located at 200 parking areas in Minneapolis, 
enabled through Nice Ride's updated mobile 
app to access these new bicycles. According 
to Melissa Summers, general manager of Nice 
Ride Minnesota, the dockless bicycles *must 
be left in hubs, many of which are adjacent to 
existing stations. Most hubs are marked with 
signs and white tape on the sidewalk, although 
some private properties will have hubs with 
just a sign. Look for the blue signs indicating 
the presence of a hub. On the University of 
Minnesota campus, any bike rack is a hub." 

"Nice Ride is an important part of shared 
mobility in the Twin Cities," said Summers, 
"[W]e have a vision for a regional shared mo- 
bility system that will eventually include more 
than just the green bikes. Next year, look for 
e-bikes and other innovations as we continue to 
offer new options." 
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LimeBike in Golden Valley. 


Whether you pick up a docked or dockless 
bicycle, a single 30-minute ride with Nice Ride 
is $2. You can get a day pass for $6 for unlimited 
30-minute rides during a 24-hour period. 

Recently, two new companies have arrived 
in the Twin Cities with a similar idea. Lime be- 
gan operating in Minneapolis, St. Paul, Edina, 
and Golden Valley using either Lime-S electric 
scooters or LimeBike bicycles. Their model is 
to have their vehicles *dock-free", meaning you 
can simply pick one up by using their app—and 
go. Lime began with 150 scooters in St. Paul. 


Nice Ride's "dockless" bicycles in Bryn Mawr, Minneapolis. 


For either the Lime-S scooters or the Lime- 
Bikes, it is just $1 to start your trip. 

^We're thrilled to offer our mobility options 
in the Twin Cities, as they are a new sustain- 
able and affordable transportation option," said 
Eric Kocaja, general manager of Lime in the 
Twin Cities. “Our dock-free bikes and scooters 
connect residents and visitors to their daily ac- 
tivities, while decreasing reliance on personal 
cars and increasing the accessibility of public 
transportation. We look forward to continuing 
to engage with the community." 
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Lime-S Scooter in Golden Valley. 


Bird opened up in both St. Paul and Minne- 
apolis using electric scooters. Similar to Lime, 
Bird’s scooters are left “dock-free” on the side- 
walk and a person with their app can reserve 
one to use. Pricing for Bird starts at just $1 with 
a per minute charge of $0.15. 

With these new initiatives in mobility, both 
the Metropolitan Council and the communities 
these services are located welcome the oppor- 
tunity to add e-scooters and dockless bicycles 
to the transportation picture. 

“It is understood that shared bikes and 
scooters can exist as a viable first mile/last 
mile solution," said Joshua Johnson, the mobil- 


NiceRide at a Hub in Downtown Minneapolis. 


ity manager for the city of Minneapolis. “And 
with that in mind, a focal point for placement of 
these shared vehicles is near existing transit, 
as well as where the bike network and infra- 
structure complements their services." 

*One of the region's strengths is partner- 
ships," said Katie Rodriguez, chairperson of 
the Metropolitan Council's Transportation 
Committee. "The [Metropolitan] Council has 
recently partnered with other governments, in- 
cluding the cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
and private and nonprofit groups to create a 
Shared Mobility Collaborative. The Collabora- 
tive was created to implement the goals of the 
Twin Cities Shared Mobility Plan, authored by 
the Shared Use Mobility Center and funded by 
the McKnight Foundation. The plan explores 


NiceRide at a Hub in Downtown Minneapolis. 


ways to expand shared mobility, bike- [and now 
scooter] share, car share, etc., in the region." 

Johnson also said that “[the city has] taken 
actions to achieve our ideal picture of mobility 
in Minneapolis, including our Complete Streets 
and Vision Zero policies, as well as work in up- 
dating the 10-year Transportation Action Plan. 
This work includes building a robust network 
of transportation options enabling all residents, 
as well as visitors, choice in how they move 
about the City, rather than feeling forced to 
rely on personal car use. Active transporta- 
tion is prioritized, and infrastructure enhances 
safety and comfort for those who walk, roll, or 
bike. Mobility options are available to all, and 
operational barriers such as location, technol- 
ogy, or income level are overcome through 
strong partnerships with both public and pri- 
vate stakeholders." 

Rodriguez adds that “[w]e are optimistic 
that these new mobility options will comple- 
ment our transit system. They provide more 
options for that first-mile or last-mile trip to 
jobs, school, errands, and entertainment. And, 
they can be a great option for transit commut- 
ers who travel short distances for meetings 
during the day. They also provide critical op- 
tions for residents who want to live car-free or 
car-lite." 

Whenever you are in Minneapolis, St. Paul, 
Golden Valley, or Edina, give these new alter- 
native mobility options a try. Don't forget to 
download their respective apps—and bring 
your helmet! ll 


Swed ish Our Motto: 


Do it right or not at all! 


Motors 


The Twin Cities’ premiere independent 
Volvo Sales & Repair Shop 


Exceptional Customer Service 
Keen Attention to Detail 


Please consider us for all of 
your Volvo needs and refer your friends! 


Gr 


Justin Christenson 
Owner 


432 11th Ave. S. * Hopkins 
Conveniently located off 
Hwy 169 & Excelsior Blvd. 


(612) 803-5661 
www.swedishmotorsmn.com 


NEED DIRT? CALL 
DALE GREEN COMPANY 


* Pulverized & Screened Soils 
* Black Dirt & Peat 
* Custom Mixtures 


* Residential & Commercial 
* Over 70 years In The Business 
* Delivery or Pick-up In Our Pit 


www.dalegreencompany.com 


*Quality Soils Since The 1930's 


Ол 


952-894-5012 


Sening th anire Maro 


Conveniently Located 
Off Hwy 35W 
1308 W. Hwy. 13 
Burnsville, MN 55337 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing @lavendermagazine.com. 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 
www.aliveness.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 


www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Confidential, low cost sexual health clinic 
in downtown St. Paul. Now offering PrEP 
services! 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! Of- 
fering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 


www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., Ath Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 


www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of "Fresh Fruit", the longest run- 
ning weekly Queer radio show in the 
country, celebrating 40 years! Listen on 
air or online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of 
your vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 

Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 

Children's Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 
inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 
www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 
MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Hosting, presenting, and creating per- 
forming arts and educational programs 
that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building com- 


munity through music and offers entertain- 


ment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-5ONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 
www.Icgmc.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, volun- 
teers, board members. Contact us today. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church 

Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 
Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 


Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic Com- 


munity. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Parkview United Church of Christ 
No matter who you are, or where you 
are on life's journey, you are welcome 
here! 

3737 Bellaire Ave. 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 429-3346 
www.mnparkviewucc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wher- 
ever you are on your faith journey, St 
Mark's welcomes yov. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


United Methodist Reconciling Churches 
Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regard- 
less of sexual orientation or gender 
identity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


TRAVEL 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels 
and B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Winona 

Cool theater, arts and music scene, foodie 
bliss, outdoor recreation paradise. Surpris- 
ingly weird. Incredibly entertaining. 

160 Johnson St. 

Winona, MN 55987 

(507) 452-0735 


www.visitwinona.com 


100 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and 
live ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEYS 


JEAN M. GUSTAFSON - Estate Law: Probate & 
Trust, Guardianship & Conservatorship, Child Pro- 
tection, Mental Health Law. Licensed: Minnesota, 
South Dakota, Utah. MN Lavender Bar Association 
Greater Minnesota Fellowship Recipient, 2017. 
(218) 454-2039, GusLaw.net. 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 65 Years! 


> = 
ALTO 
SODY - 


(HAGEN: 


FREE Estimates • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


GUN SHOPS 
Bill's Manthly Memberships. 
EPA  sStarRated Ranges 
Gr TTE Huge Retail Selection 
SE Range Training Classes 
_WWW.BILLSGS.COM SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! 
HOME SERVICES 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING + PLASTERING 
BATHROOM - CONCRETE - DECKS - PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 


( | SB) Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
- b + 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


ICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage • Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


T 


UCTION-REMO 
LANDSCAP 
i al 
"Kitchens | Baths | Basements | Tile 
Painting | Windows | Doors | Patios 


Decks | Landscaping and More! 


(612) 281-5183 | mnenvision.com 


INSURANCE 


EAGLE SAGE 
ADVISORS 


Terri Whitesong 
507.645.5010 


EagleSageAdvisors.com 
JON? 
ATOns 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto - Home : Life 


+ Relocations to the 
Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 


Cell: (612) 267-7696 
www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


Davina M. Baldwin 


REAL ESTATE 


Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


www.thanancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


COLDWELL 
BANKER п 


BURNET 


612-940-1577 
Kate.OfferdahlJoyce@CBBurnet.com 
www.offerdahljoycehomes.com 


651-707-6408 1 
AnitaC.Hill@CBBurnet.com * 
www.HomesForSaleSaintPaulMN.com 


Working together, 
putting you first! 


reedaronow@edinarealty.com 
davidaronow@edinarealty.com 


EE 


TAX SERVICES 


R 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


Michael Ness 
Income Tax Professional 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 
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ee VENDERS 


7 FIRST 
) THURSDAYS 


Buy A Drink. Make A Connection. Have Fun. 


THURSDAY 


DECEMBER 6 * 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
Necollet Island Inn 


HOTEL * RESTAURANT BAR 


NICOLLET ISLAND INN 
95 MERRIAM ST. « MINNEAPOLIS, MN 


UA 7 LanD= 
==> є 


IAAL ач ра kd ABOVE & BEYOND 


HOSTED BY JAGUAR LAND ROVER 
OF MINNEAPOLIS 


TWIN CITIES GLBT HAPPY HOUR 
ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY HORS D'OEUVRES PLUS A CHANCE 
TO REGISTER TO WIN GREAT PRIZES! 
FEATURED NON-PROFITS: 


Chanhassen ORDWAY | 
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You're not new to health care. Neither are we. 


We have a complete range of Medicare Advantage and Medicare 
Supplement plans to choose from — including a $0 premium option. 


Talk to your agent or contact us today to enroll 
MN or compare plans. 


an 
° Ы bluecrossmn.com/medicareready 


Trusted locally tar 85 years 1-866-812-1541 or (651) 662-7900 TTY 711 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Central Time, daily 


Plans available in the service area. Blue Cross offers PPO, Cost and PDP plans with Medicare contracts. Enrollment 
in these Blue Cross plans depends on contract renewal. H5959_082418JJ27_M CMS Accepted 09/08/2018 
S5743. 082918FF02 M CMS Accepted 09/08/2018 


Blue Cross? and Blue Shield? of Minnesota and Blue Plus? are nonprofit independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 


